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VOLUME IV      MARCH  2018                                   ISSUE 3 

Penny S. Oliver, President         

Have you ever felt overwhelmed and out of balance?  Go with me to Psalm 121 NIV: 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he 

who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord watches over you—the Lord is your shade at your right hand; the sun will not 

harm you by day, nor the moon by night. 

The Lord will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life; the Lord will watch 

over your coming and going both now and forevermore.  

I encourage you to keep your eyes on God as we prepare for the Mirroring Ministry in the local 

churches, YAR Youth Explosion event on April 21st, the election of 2018-2020 WNCCLO Of-

ficers and the election of delegates to the SEDLO Lay Convention on April 14th.   These and 

other business of great value will be discussed at our bi-monthly conference meeting in Ashe-

ville on March 10, 2018 at St. James Asheville, NC with local Lay President, Renee White and 

Pastor Brent Edwards. 

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 

the house of the LORD forever. ~  Psalm 23:6 

Thank you for your willingness to serve! 



 2 

Honoring 53 YEARS OF 

SERVICE IN THE MINISTRY 

 

 

Presiding Elder J. Bernard Wilder 

SED WNCC Eastern District 
 

The May 2018 issue of THE LAY EXPRESS will be a 
collection of memoirs from the laity of the Western North 
Carolina Conference.  

 

If you would like to provide congratulatory 

wishes, well wishes, memorable moments, 

quotes, messages of hope, love, etc., please 

email Angela or Shontea   anytime before 

April 26th.   

 

Include your name and church.  Please keep your 

comments brief. 

 
Thank You! 



 3 



 4 

Hidden Figures 
 

First African American Sheriff in the 
South and North Carolina 

Sheriff John Haywood Baker, Jr. – The Gentle Giant 
  
The first African American Sheriff in the 
South and in North Carolina since Recon-
struction.  Sheriff Baker served Wake 
County for 24 years.  Graduate of J.W. Li-
gon High School in Raleigh, NC and North 
Carolina College, now known as North 
Carolina Central University.  Played profes-
sional football for the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
Detroit Lions, and Los Angeles Rams.  Es-
tablished the first charter High School for 
inmates.  Sheriff Baker was a member of 
St. Matthew A.M.E. Church in Raleigh, NC 
where Rev. Marion Robinson is the Pastor. 

First African American Women WACS 
 Mrs. Christine Stewart 
  
She was one of the first African American 
women to join the war efforts (WACS) in 
1942, World War II. She traveled exten-
sively in the U.S. while serving in the wom-
en’s medical corp. She has been a working 
member of Saint Matthew AME Church in 
Raleigh for more than 85 years where Rev. 
Marion Robinson is the Pastor. 

1st  African American Director NC Parole Commission 
Mrs. Juanita Hicks Baker 

  
Mrs. Baker was the first African American woman to serve 
as Director of the North Carolina Parole Commission.  She 
served for more than two decades.  She was a trailblazer 
for women and African Americans in the North Carolina 
Department of Corrections. She began her career as a 
teacher for inmates in the Raleigh Correctional Center for 
women in 1961 and worked her way up to become superin-
tendent of the prison in 1970. She was appointed chair-
woman of the state’s Parole Commission by Gov. Jim Hunt 
in 1993.  Mrs. Baker, a member of St. Matthew A.M.E. 
Church in Raleigh, NC where Rev. Marion Robinson is the 
Pastor. 

First African American Postmaster 
Ms. Marylene McCain 

 
In the year 2000, Ms. Marylene McCain became the first 
African American Postmaster of the Prospect Hill Post Of-
fice in Prospect Hill, NC. In 2005 she became the second 
African American Postmaster and the first African Ameri-
can female Postmaster in her hometown of Semora, NC un-
til she retired in 2009. Ms. Marylene McCain has been a 
member of Macedonia A.M.E. Church in Milton, NC for 
more than 40 years. 
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Hidden Figures 
 ** CONTINUED ** 

First African American Fireman 
Mr. Earl Jeffreys 

 

In 1973, Mr. Earl Jeffreys became involved with the Semora Volun-
teer Fire Department. Mr. Jeffreys was on call 7 days a week while 
working 3rd shift at Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company in Dan-
ville, VA.  He became one of the 1st African Americans to join the 
Fire Department in Semora, NC. He began as a Fireman and worked 
his way up to become the 1st African American Lieutenant, 1st Afri-
can American Captain and 1st African American Assistant Chief. He 
was voted unanimously as Chief but declined because of his busy 
schedule and family.  In 1983, Mr. Jeffreys was chosen as Fireman 

of the Year. Mr. Jeffreys is proud of the Semora Fire Department because they pioneered the 
involvement of blacks from the very beginning.  He retired after 21 years of service.   Mr. Jef-
freys is a member of Macedonia A.M.E. Church in Milton, NC. 

Does your church have members (living or deceased) who have done exemplary 

things in the community or who are/were trailblazers in their profession(s)? 

 

Please send the individual’s name, layperson or clergy within the WNCC, a pic-

ture (if available), and a very brief description of the Hidden Figure. 
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SISTER TONI SHAW 

Why These Maternity  
Photographers? 

 
Our goal is to connect people with the best local 
experts. We scored maternity photographers on 
more than 25 variables across five categories, 
and analyzed the results to give you a hand-
picked list of the best maternity photographers 

Sister Shaw is a Photographer and Fine Art painter from Greens-

boro, NC.  She is the primary photographer and owner of Shaw 

Photographer Group and was chosen by Expertise as one of the 

Top 11 Best Maternity Photographers in 

Greensboro.  Sister Shaw is a member of Clo-

ver Garden A.M.E. Church in Burlington, NC 

where Reverend A. O. Carmichael is the Pas-

tor. 

Check out some of her images below featured in shutter magazine, 
“one of the leading professional photography magazines on the plan-
et!”.  https://www.behindtheshutter.com/shutter-magazine/ 

In addition, to see more of Sister Shaw’s  excellent work, spotlighted 
features and credits, visit her website at www.shawphotographygroup. 

Selection Criteria 

 

 

• Reputation: A history of satisfied custom-
ers giving excellent recommendations 
 

• Credibility: Established in their industry 
with licensing, accreditations, and awards 
 

• Experience: Masters of their craft, based on 
years of practical experience and education 
 

• Engagement: Approachable and responsive 
to clients and available for new business 
 

• Professionalism: Dedicated to providing 
consistently quality work and impeccable cus-
tomer service 
 
The selection process is performed annually 
across business categories and geographies.  

https://www.expertise.com/nc/greensboro/maternity-

photographers 

Image by: Kendrick Brown 

http://www.shawphotographygroup/
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When I came into this world…  

I WAS BLACK  

Every day that I walk God’s green Earth  

I AM BLACK  

When I am called home to glory  

I WILL STILL BE BLACK  

They picked the shortest month out of the whole year to celebrate my blackness  

But guess what; come March 1st  

I WILL STILL BE BLACK  

February is 7.67 % of 365 which leaves about 92.33% of my year with NO celebration  

Today I challenge you to take back your 92.33% and add it to your 7.67%  

And we’re gonna call it BLACK HISTORY YEAR  

Embrace your skin no matter the shade  

Pay homage to those who paved the way  

Not just this month but EVERY SINGLE DAY  

Because you know what…..  

You came into this world…BLACK  

You walk around this world…BLACK  

And when you are called home to glory  

You will still be BLACK, BLACK, BLACK  

Sister April Silvera is a member of Emmanuel A.M.E. Church in Durham where Reverend Anita Thompson is the Pastor. 
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SNOW CAMP — Michael Garner has been collecting black history items for about 20 years and 
for three years, he’s made an exhibit at his home church, Rock Creek AME. 

“I learn about stuff by putting my hands on it,” said Garner, 55. 

Garner collects a lot of things like thousands of vinyl records. This collection just grew out of the 
hunting urge that seems to drive him to flea markets and antique stores throughout the country. 
A small fraction of this collection is spread out on shelves and tables in the church’s vestibule 
and a room near the back of the building on Coble Mill Road right off N.C. 49, he said. It’s an 
impressive fraction, though not always pretty. 

One shelf has several cans of loose tobacco sold by different companies going back to the 
1900s. More than one company used what we now call the “N-word” in their product names, 
which did eventually fall out of fashion. One company changed its name to “Bigger Hair” though 
the image on the can, of a black woman with a big afro and a ring in her nose, stayed the same. 

“It’s not pretty, but it’s history,” Garner said. “History is history. A lot of people like the good 
points about history, but I like history the way it should be told — the truth of it, not just the good, 
but the bad also.” 

There are less well-known figures from history as well. Garner has a figurine of Henry Flipper, 
the first African-American to graduate from West Point, in his cadet’s uniform. There is now an 
award named after him to honor the graduate who best exemplifies “the highest qualities of 
leadership, self-discipline and perseverance in the face of unusual difficulties while a cadet.” 

There also is a figurine of Kathy Williams, who went by the                                                      
name William Kathy to enlist in 1866 and serve as a Buffalo                                                          
Soldier.  She was exposed as a woman when she was                                                              
hospitalized. 

There are examples of people who did get a chance, though                                                                
that didn’t always mean getting treated right. 

By Isaac Groves / Times-News 

Posted Feb 19, 2017 at 1:00 AM  

Collection inspires exhibit 

(an abbreviated 2017 Black History article from the Times-News.  To 

read the article in its entirety see the link http://www.thetimesnews.com/

news/20170219/collection-inspires-exhibit) 

http://www.thetimesnews.com/news/20170219/collection-inspires-exhibit
http://www.thetimesnews.com/news/20170219/collection-inspires-exhibit
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Hattie McDaniel won an Oscar for playing “Mammy” in “Gone with the Wind” and accepted her 
Academy Award in the Cocoanut Grove nightclub in the segregated Ambassador Hotel in Los An-
geles, but sat at a segregated table afterward instead of with her fellow cast members. 

While a shocking stereotype by modern standards, McDan-
iel’s character was a much kinder image of black women 
than seen in earlier years. Garner has an old shipping box 
for Aunt Jemima syrup from sometime after 1908 with a 
shockingly crude drawing of her face, a glass bottle from 
the 1950s with a more realistic face but the same kerchief 
and apron, and that was not the last update. 

“In the ’80s, they got rid of the rag on her head and gave 
her a perm,” Garner said. 

African-American faces were used to sell a lot of products, especially sweets and Garner has ex-
amples from Gold Dust washing powder to Famous Amos Cookies. In Asia, there was a tooth-
paste called “Darkie” with an image of a black man with a top hat and a big smile. It was also later 
sanitized and the name changed to “Darlie,” Chinese for black man. 

There are personal connections in the collection. An extensive display on the Tuskegee airmen 
includes figurines, dolls, models of planes, posters of the movie “Red Tails” and a photo of six 
men in uniform posing in front of a plane. A little black arrow points to a man in the back row on 
the left — Dr. Willie Byrd Jr. 

“That’s my wife’s father,” Garner said. 

There was also an article about John Hatcher with the Pearl Harbor collection — a church mem-
ber’s grandfather who survived the attack in 1941. 

Also included is a photo of Garner’s father, Weldon “Dud” Alexander Garner, a barber, and his 
manually operated clippers in a display with other barbershop figurines. That display includes den-
tists because, Garner said, once upon a time the barber and dentist was the same person. 

Garner also made a tribute to his wife’s mother, Edwina Haith Byrd, with a black teacher Barbie 
doll set next to a book she used in class called Negro History and Culture with the face of Freder-
ick Douglas over an American flag. 

“People can learn about ... our heritage, our black history,” Garner said. “That’s about it.” 

Reporter Isaac Groves can be reached at igroves@thetimesnews.com or 336-506-3045. Follow 
him on Twitter at @tnigroves. 
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March 1, 1994 - Leonard S. Coleman, Jr. elected president of the National Baseball League. 

March 2, 1867 - U.S. Congress enacts charter to establish Howard University. 

March 3, 1865 - Freeman's Bureau established by federal government to aid newly freed slaves. 

March 4, 1965 - Bill Russell of the Boston Celtics honored as NBA most valuable player for fourth 
time in five years. 

March 5, 1770 - Crispus Attucks becomes one of the first casualties of the American Revolution. 

March 6, 1857 - U.S. Supreme Court issues Dred Scott decision. 

March 7, 1965 - U.S. Supreme Court upholds key provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

March 8, 1977 - Henry L. Marsh III becomes first African American elected mayor of Richmond, Va. 

March 9, 1941 - Amistad mutineers freed by U.S. Supreme Court. 

March 10, 1913 - Harriet Tubman dies. 

March 11, 1959 - Lorraine Hansberry's "A Raisin In the Sun" opens at Barrymore Theater, New York, 
the first play by a Black woman to premier on Broadway. 

March 12, 1932 - Andrew Young, former U.N. ambassador and former mayor of Atlanta, born. 

March 13, 1773 - Jean Baptiste Pointe Du Sable, black pioneer and explorer, founded Chicago. 

March 14, 1965 - Montgomery bus boycott ends when municipal bus service is desegregated. 

March 15, 1988 - Eugene Antonio Marino, first Black archbishop, assigned to Atlanta. 

March 16, 1846 - Rebecca Cole, second Black female physician in America, born. 

March 17, 1885 - William F. Cosgrove patents automatic stop plug for gas and oil pipes.  

March 17, 1890 - Charles B. Brooks patents street sweeper. 

http://grid.let.rug.nl/~welling/usa/dscot/dscot.htm
http://usiahq.usis.usemb.se/usa/blackhis/voting.htm
http://senate.state.va.us/s16bio.htm
http://www.arc.tulane.edu/
http://192.246.43.10/WWW/FEB96/1880.html
http://www.ornl.gov/publications/labnotes/jan95/young.html
http://cpl.lib.uic.edu/004chicago/timeline/dusable.html%0D
http://www.mecca.org/~crights/montgomery.html
http://www.archatl.com/arch3.htm
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March 18, 1822 - The Phoenix Society, a literary and educational group, founded by Blacks in 
New York City. 

March 19, 1971 - Rev. Leon Sullivan elected to board of directors of General Motors. 

March 20, 1883 - Jan. E. Matzeliger patents shoe-making machine   

March 20, 1912 - Carter Woodson receives doctorate from Harvard University. 

March 21, 1965 - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. leads march from Selma to Montgomery, Ala., for 
voting rights. 

March 22, 1898 - J.W. Smith patents lawn sprinkler. 

March 23, 1873 - Slavery abolished in Puerto Rico. 

March 24, 1837 - Canada gives African American citizens the right to vote. 

March 25, 1843 - Explorer Jacob Dodson sets out in Search of the Northwest Passage. 

March 26, 1872 - Thomas J. Martin patents fire extinguisher. 

March 26, 1911 - William H. Lewis becomes U.S. assistant attorney general. 

March 27, 1930 - Of the 116,000 African Americans in professional positions, more than two-
thirds were teachers or ministers. 

March 28, 1870 - Jonathan S. Wright becomes first Black state Supreme Court justice in South 
Carolina. 

March 29, 1898 - W.J. Ballow patents combined hat rack and table. 

March 30, 1870 - Fifteenth Amendment ratified, guaranteeing voting rights to African Americans 

March 31, 1988 - Toni Morrison wins Pulitzer Prize for Beloved. 

http://www.theblackmarket.com/march.htm 

MARCH Continues 

http://www.america-tomorrow.com/caring/sullivan.htm
http://sun3.lib.uci.edu/~afrexh/Matzeliger.html
http://www.artnoir.com/asalh.cgw.html
http://www.viconet.com/~ejb/bio.htm
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March 10, 2018 ~ 10:00 a.m……………….……...…..………..WNCC Lay Organization Meeting  
             St James AME Church ~ Asheville, NC 
     Rev. Brent Edwards, Pastor / Sis. Renee White, Lay President 

            

 

April 14, 2018 ~ 10 a.m…..WNCC Lay Organization Meeting (Election of Officers & Delegates)  

                   Springdale AME Church ~ Burlington, NC 
                      Rev. Robert L. Goode, Pastor / Sis. Penny Oliver, Lay President                             

  (“Letter of Intent” to run for an WNCC Lay office.  Deadline: March 14th — See PAGE 18) 

 

 

April 21, 2018 ~ 9:00 a.m-1:00 p.m.………..…...…..YAR Gospel Explosion “For Your Glory”  
          Turners Chapel AME Church ~ High Point, NC 
                              Rev. Michael R. Bowden, Pastor                     

                                                                                                    (formerly “Jack and Jill” event) 

      

 

May 16-19, 2018…………………………………………….....…….…..WNCC Annual Conference  
                            North Raleigh Hilton ~ Raleigh, NC  

 

May 17, 2018 ~ 7:30 p.m.…………….....…………..…..…..WNCC Annual Lay Witness Service 
                            North Raleigh Hilton ~ Raleigh, NC  

 

July 16-19, 2018………………………………………………....…..…….…..Summer Summit 2018  
                                       Embassy Suites, 1700 Coliseum Drive, Hampton, VA 

             Block under “2nd Episcopal District Summer Summit” ~ 757.827.8200  

         (See SED website for room rates and other information. http://www.ame2.com) 

 

September 8, 2018…………………..…..……………WNCC Lay Organization Prayer Breakfast
                                                       St. Matthew A.M.E. Church, Burlington, NC 

                                                        Rev. Patrice Fields, Pastor / Sis. Emma White, Lay President  

 

September 27-29, 2018…………………………………SED Lay Organization Convention, TBA
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"The Annual Conference shall be composed of all traveling elders, deacons, and licentiates and 
all local elders and local deacons, presidents of the Conference Lay Organization, Missionary 
Society, Conference Director of Christian Education and YPD Director, Conference Director of 
Music together with one elected lay member and at least one elected lay person between the 
ages of 18-30, when possible from each charge within its bounds.  Travel and expenses shall 
be paid by the local church" Source: The Doctrine and Discipline of the African Methodist Epis-
copal Church (2012). 



 15 

For more information on the Annual Conferences in the Second Episcopal District, please navi-

gate to http://www.ame2.com/. 
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“National Nutrition ” 
“National Women’s History” 

“Red Cross” 
MONTH 

2nd
 World Day of Prayer Created by Church Women United 

3rd
 Lay Prayer Breakfast – 9 a.m. 

$8.00 per person 

Hunter’s Chapel AMEC, 201 Buckhorn 

Road, Mebane, NC 

10th
 Health Fair – 9 a.m. White Cross AMEC, 4604 Lebanon 

Church Road, Efland, NC 

10th
 2018 Power of Prayer Women’s Week-

end (Saturday) – 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Maxwell Chapel AMEC, 835 Moores 

Chapel Cemetery Road, Graham, NC 

10th
 WMS Beautiful Women in Hats Program 

3 p.m. 

Macedonia AMEC, 4164 Yarborough Mill 

Road, Milton, NC  

11th
 2018 Power of Prayer Women’s Week-

end (Sunday) – 11 a.m. 

Maxwell Chapel AMEC, 835 Moores 

Chapel Cemetery Road, Graham, NC 

11th
 Betty Fuller WMS Day 

11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

White Cross AMEC, 4604 Lebanon 

Church Road, Efland, NC 

17th
 An Evening of Inspiration & Entertainment 

(by Women’s Day Committee) – 5 p.m. 

Springdale AME Church, 5554 South 

NC 62 Hwy, Burlington, NC 

18th
 Annual Women’s Day – 11 a.m. Springdale AME Church, 5554 South 

NC 62 Hwy, Burlington, NC 

18th
 Gospel Choir Anniversary – 2:30 p.m. White Cross AMEC, 4604 Lebanon 

Church Road, Efland, NC 

20th
 First Day of Spring Spring (Vernal) Equinox 

25th
 Palm Sunday Begins Holy week leading to Easter and 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

29th Maundy Thursday  

(a.k.a. Holy Thursday) 

Commemorates Jesus Christ’s last supper 

and initiation of Holy Communion 

30th
 Good Friday Passover begins at sundown 

April 1st
 Easter  Resurrection Sunday 

Send us your APRIL local church events, his-
tory , and trailblazers by March 28th! 

 

Angela Elam—allendur@aol.com 

Shontea Smith 

shontealsmith@gmail.com 
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