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This season the WNCCLO encourages you to love and empower 
one another.   Why is it that you ought to love and empower one 
another?  First and foremost, because you, the laity, are the    
nucleus of the African Methodist Episcopal Church!   You and I, 

the Lay, are essential to the life of our Zion and the Church universal.  Without the Lay, the 
Church is a lifeless shell.  Without the Lay, there is no community.  Without the Lay, our churches 
and our pastors are lost.  Moreover, the measure of the Churchôs success is directly related to how 
you, as lay members of our community, love one another and live out your faith in your daily lives. 
 
By tradition, February is recognized as the ñLoveò month.  Therefore, let us demonstrate our love 
for one another by forgiving one another.  Let us surrender our will to the will of God as we work 
together as one unit alongside our pastors.  Let us hold fast to the belief God will bless us with the 
true spirit of Christianity, in order that ñ... we may live together, not as man over man, but as    
Laypersons working with God.ò 
 
Let us show love as we create an atmosphere of empowerment within our local churches.  We need 
people to feel empowered and enabled for ministry.  Donôt just expect people to ñget it.ò  We must 
preach, teach, and train our congregations.  It takes time to empower people for ministry when 
they do not have a good understanding of their spiritual gifts.  Within these circumstances, we   
humans tend to overestimate what we can do in a year, while simultaneously underestimating 
what we can do in three years.  We must learn to communicate using different techniques and at 
different times, in order for the receptivity to change to saturate our communities over time. 
 
Structure breeds confidence.  As such, when well thought through programs are in place for the 
people to implement, the ability to participate in the execution of said plans generates an            
atmosphere where the people to feel led and empowered.  Empowering people requires that you 
give them authority, along with responsibility.  They need to know they have ownership of the 
task, and that it is their job to get done.  People need affirmation; they need to know they are      
appreciated for their ministry activity and involvement. In this month of ñLoveò, give them a quick 
ñthank youò note.  Let those you love know their efforts didnôt go unnoticed. 
 
Currently, our 2018-2019 lay membership drive is in full force.  We need your support!           
Membership dues are $6.00 for adults.  Membership dues must be current for voting and election 
privileges and this year is an election! 
 
The WNCCLO election for 2018-2020 Conference Lay Officers is scheduled for April 14, 2018, at 
Springdale AMEC, Burlington, North Carolina.  Membership dues must be received on or before 
March 18, 2018, for election and voting privileges.   Please send your membership dues to the   
Credential/Membership Chair, Sister Niki Allen, 2913 Ashwell Court, Raleigh, NC 27603. 
 
Join us as we Empower the People, remembering that we ñ...can do all this through him who gives 
[us] strength.ò Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 
 
Thank you for your willingness serve! 
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 The informational webinars scheduled on February 5 have reached  

capacity. However, a recording may be posted on this page by         

February 9, 2018.  

 

APPLY BY 11:59 PM, MARCH 15 Meaningful internships offering 

hands-on experience in the digital preservation of African American 

history and culture. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: https://nmaahc.si.edu/connect/osp/robert

-frederick-smith-fund-internship-and-fellowship-program \ 

Summer 2018  

  

SUMMER INTERN 
WITH  

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM  
OF 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY & CULTURE  

 

  

  

¶ $600 per week stipend 

¶ Need-based housing and transportation 

subsidy is an additional $150 per week. 

¶ 12 weeks (35ð40 hours per week) 

¶ Professional development seminars 

¶ Structured mentorship 

¶ Opportunities in Washington, DC,        

Alabama, North Carolina, Florida & 

Pennsylvania 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/connect/osp/robert-frederick-smith-fund-internship-and-fellowship-program%20/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/connect/osp/robert-frederick-smith-fund-internship-and-fellowship-program%20/
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Rev. Robert L. Hodges, Sr., Host Pastor  

Saint Paul AME Church, Raleigh, NC, Host Church  

Reverend J. Bernard Wilder, Host Presiding Elder  

Reverend Conrad Pridgen, Associate Host Presiding Elder    

Wednesday, May 16, 2018  

WMS Annual Convention  

 

Wednesday ð Saturday, May 16 ð 19, 2018  

Business, Training & Worship  

 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 at 10:00a.m.  

Opening Annual Service  

 

3415 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, NC 27609 

Room Rate: $117.00+ Taxes             

(Single/Double Occupancy)  

Group Rate Cut -off Date ð April 13, 2018 * 

(800) 446 -6677  

Hotel Accommodations  

Hilton North Raleigh/Midtown  

SAVE  
THE  

DATE  
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ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŀƳŜнΦŎƻƳκнлму-ŀƴƴǳŀƭ-ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 

http://www.ame2.com/2018-annual-conferences
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This monthõs, Christian Recorder, published a 

thought provoking article by the Reverend 

Tamara Kersey, the Pastor of Maxwell Chapel, 

Graham, NC.  In the article, òCan You Hear the Cries?ó, Rev. Kersey, refer-

enced Acts 9:39-42 to encourage the body of Christ in our charge to 

demonstrate the love of God through acts of compassion.  Rev. Kersey re-

minds us that ò[w]e cannot ignore the cries of our community, close our 

hearts and spiritual doors (ears) to the cries of 

those in need, and turn a blind eye to the weeping, 

hurting, and impoverished.ó 

 

Rev. Kersey entreats us that it is what we do for 

those some consider the least of these which most 

effectively reflects the relationship we share with 

Christ (Matthew 25:40).  As such, she states,      

ò[t]here is a monumental call to touch peopleõs 

lives and not measure their worth by their tithe, 

musical gifting, or charismatic worship, while simul-

taneously demonizing and ostracizing them.  Most communities today are 

in a compassion crisis.ó  She goes on to say that as a result of this void in 

compassion 29% of the youth who self identify as lesbian, gay, or bi-sexual 

have attempted suicide at least once in a given year, as compared to six 

percent of youth who identify as heterosexual.  Rev. Kersey exhorts us not 

to  stand in positions of judgment when we encounter what we perceive as 

different because it is in these very moments that the Lord can manifest 

opportunities for many to come to believe in the Lord.  

 

To read more from Rev. Kerseyõs article, òCan Your Hear the Cries?ó visit 

the Christian Recorder at:  

 
 
 
http://www.thechristianrecorder.com/can-you-hear-the-cries/?

utm_source=The+Christian+Recorder&utm_campaign=559a3821ee-NEW%21%21%

21+AME+News+Digest+1203..2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1b584cea2

e-559a3821ee-47423965   

Rev. Tamara O. Kersey  

http://www.thechristianrecorder.com/can-you-hear-the-cries/?utm_source=The+Christian+Recorder&utm_campaign=559a3821ee-NEW%21%21%21+AME+News+Digest+1203..2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1b584cea2e-559a3821ee-47423965
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